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1
RECHARGEABLE BATTERY

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application claims priority under 35 U.S.C.
§119(e)to U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/593,547, filed
on Feb. 1, 2012, in the United States Patent and Trademark
Office, and entitled: “Rechargeable Battery,” which is incor-
porated herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

The described technology relates generally to a recharge-
able battery. Unlike a primary battery, a rechargeable battery
is repeatedly charged and discharged. A small-capacity
rechargeable battery has been used for a small electronic
device such as a mobile phone, a laptop computer, and a
camcorder, and a large-capacity rechargeable battery has
been used as a power source for driving a motor of a hybrid
vehicle.

Lately, a high power rechargeable battery has been intro-
duced. The high power rechargeable battery uses a high
energy density non-aqueous electrolyte. The high power
rechargeable battery includes a plurality of rechargeable bat-
teries coupled in series. Such a high power rechargeable
battery has been used for an apparatus requiring high power,
for example, for driving a motor of an electric vehicle.

The above information disclosed in this Background sec-
tion is only for enhancement of understanding of the back-
ground of the described technology and therefore it may
contain information that does not form the prior art that is
already known in this country to a person of ordinary skill in
the art.

SUMMARY

According to an embodiment, there is provided a recharge-
able battery, including a case having an interior and an exte-
rior, an electrode assembly having a first electrode and a
second electrode, the electrode assembly being disposed in
the interior of the case, an electrode terminal, an electrode
connection portion, the electrode connection portion being
electrically connected to the electrode terminal through a fuse
portion, the fuse portion being positioned between and
extending between the electrode connection portion and the
electrode terminal.

The electrode terminal may include a short circuit tab at the
exterior of the case. The first electrode may be electrically
connected to the electrode connection portion. The first elec-
trode, the electrode connection portion and the short circuit
tab may be electrically insulated from the second electrode.

The second electrode may be electrically connected to the
case. The electrode terminal further may include a short cir-
cuit plate electrically connected to the second electrode
through the case, the short circuit plate being spaced apart
from the short circuit tab and being deformable into contact
with the short circuit tab to electrically connect the first elec-
trode and the second electrode to trigger a short circuit con-
dition.

The electrode connection portion may have an external
member including the fuse portion. The fuse portion may be
meltable in response to a short circuit current generated upon
triggering of the short circuit condition to disconnect the short
circuit tab and the external member.

The rechargeable battery may further include an elastic
member between the short circuit tab and the case. The
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rechargeable battery may further include a short circuit tab
insulating member between the short circuit tab and the case,
the elastic member being between the short circuit tab insu-
lating member and the case. The external member may be
configured to exert a compressive force on the short circuit tab
to maintain the elastic member in a compressed state.

The electrode terminal may be configured such that a
releasing of the force of the external member on the short
circuit tab upon melting of the fuse portion releases the elastic
member from the compressed state to exert an elastic force on
the short circuit tab to separate the short circuit tab from the
short circuit plate.

The electrode terminal may be located at a short circuit
hole in the case. The elastic member may include at least one
spring member adjacent to an outside edge of the short circuit
hole. The at least one spring member may be a coil spring.

The case may include at least one recess that accommo-
dates the elastic member. The at least one recess may entirely
accommodate the elastic member in the compressed state
such that the short circuit tab insulation member contacts the
case.

The electrode connection portion may include a rivet ter-
minal extending from the interior of the case to the exterior of
the case through a hole in the case. The external member may
include a terminal plate coupled to a distal end of the rivet
terminal outside the case and a fixing member coupled to the
rivet terminal between the terminal plate and the case.

The rechargeable battery may further include a gasket that
insulates the rivet terminal from the case. The rechargeable
battery may further include a fixing member insulating mem-
ber between the fixing member and the case. The recharge-
able battery may further include an insulating cover covering
the terminal plate.

The first electrode may be a negative electrode and the
second electrode may be a positive electrode.

The rechargeable battery may further include a cap plate
sealing the case, the short circuit tab and the external member
being at an exterior of the cap plate. The external member
may extend adjacent and parallel to a surface ofthe exterior of
the case.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Features will become apparent to those of ordinary skill in
the art by describing in detail exemplary embodiments with
reference to the attached drawings in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a perspective view of a rechargeable
battery in accordance with an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 2 illustrates a cross-sectional view of FIG. 1 taken
along the line II-11.

FIG. 3 illustrates an exploded perspective view of an elec-
trode connection portion, a negative terminal, and a fuse unit
of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 illustrates a cross-sectional view of an electrode
connection portion, a negative terminal, and a fuse unit of
FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 illustrates a cross-section view that illustrates an
operation state of a fuse unit of FIG. 4.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Example embodiments will now be described more fully
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying drawings;
however, they may be embodied in different forms and should
not be construed as limited to the embodiments set forth
herein.
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In the drawing figures, the dimensions may be exaggerated
for clarity ofillustration. Like reference numerals refer to like
elements throughout.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a rechargeable battery in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment, and FIG. 2 is a
cross-sectional view of FIG. 1 taken along the line II-IL.
Referring to FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, a rechargeable battery in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment may include an
electrode assembly 10 charging and discharging current, a
case 15 for housing the electrode assembly 10, a cap plate 20
coupled to an opening of the case 15, and first and second
electrode terminals 22 and 50, and an electrode connection
portion 21 disposed at the cap plate 20, a, and a fuse unit 60
connecting the second electrode terminal 50 and the electrode
connection portion 21. Hereinafter, the second electrode ter-
minal 50 may be referred to as a negative terminal, and the
first electrode terminal 22 may be referred to as a positive
terminal.

The electrode assembly 10 may include a separator 13, a
first electrode 11 disposed at one side of the separator 13, and
a second electrode 12 disposed at the other side of the sepa-
rator 13. The separator 13, the first electrode 11, and the
second electrode 12 may be spirally-wound, as in a jelly-roll
configuration. The separator 13 may be an insulator. Herein-
after, the first electrode 11 may be referred to as a negative
electrode, and the second electrode 12 may be referred to as a
positive electrode. For purposes of nomenclature, it is to be
understood that the first electrode 11 is electrically connected
to the second electrode terminal 50 (negative in the exemplary
embodiment) and the second electrode 12 is electrically con-
nected to the first electrode terminal 22 (positive in the exem-
plary embodiment).

In other implementations, the electrode assembly may
include a separator, a negative electrode formed as a single
layer and disposed on the separator, and a positive electrode
formed as a single layer and stacked on the negative electrode
with the separator interleaved. In other implementations, the
electrode assembly may be assembled by folding and stack-
ing the negative electrode, the separator, and the positive
electrode in a zigzag manner (not shown).

The negative electrode 11 and the positive electrode 12
may include coated regions 11a and 12« and uncoated regions
115 and 125, respectively. The coated regions 11a and 12a
may be metal plate current collectors coated with an active
material. The uncoated regions 115 and 126 may be exposed
current collectors since the active material is not coated
thereon.

The uncoated region 115 of the negative electrode 11 may
be formed at one end of the negative electrode 11 along the
spiral-wound negative electrode 11. The uncoated region 125
of' the positive electrode 12 may be formed at one end of the
positive electrode 12 along the spiral-wound positive elec-
trode 12. The uncoated regions 115 and 125 may be disposed
at respective ends of the electrode assembly.

The case 15 may be formed in a cuboid shape in order to
internally house the electrode assembly 10 and the electrolyte
solution. The case 15 may include an opening formed at one
side of the cuboid for connecting an external space and an
internal space. The opening allows the electrode assembly 10
to be inserted inside the case 15.

The cap plate 20 may be made of a thin plate and may be
disposed at the opening of the case 15. The cap plate 20 may
close and seal the opening of the case 15. The cap plate 20
may further include an electrolyte injection opening 29 and a
vent hole 24.

The electrolyte injection opening 29 may allow an electro-
lyte solution to be injected inside the case after the cap plate
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20 is coupled to the case 15. After injecting the electrolyte
solution, the electrolyte injection opening 29 may be closed
and sealed by the sealing cap 27.

The vent hole 24 may be closed and sealed with the vent
plate 25 in order to discharge internal pressure of the
rechargeable battery. When the internal pressure of the
rechargeable battery reaches a predetermined pressure, the
vent plate 25 may be cracked and the vent hole 24 may be
opened. The vent plate 25 may have a notch 25a where such
cracking takes place.

The electrode connection portion 21 and the positive ter-
minal 22 may penetrate the case 15 or the cap plate 20 and
may be electrically connected to the electrode assembly 10.
That is, the electrode connection portion 21 may be electri-
cally connected to the negative electrode 11 of the electrode
assembly 10, and the positive terminal 22 may be electrically
connected to the positive electrode 12 of the electrode assem-
bly 10. The electrode connection portion 21 is connected to
the negative terminal 50. Therefore, the electrode assembly
10 may be connected to the outside of the case 15 through the
negative terminal 50 and the positive terminal 22.

The electrode connection portion 21 and the positive ter-
minal 22 may include rivet terminals 21a and 22a disposed at
the terminal holes 311 and 312 of the cap plate 20, respec-
tively, flanges 215 and 225 widely formed at an inner side of
the cap plate 20 and integrally formed with the rivet terminals
21a and 22a, and plate terminals 21¢ and 22¢ disposed at an
outer side of the cap plate 20 and riveted or welded at the rivet
terminals 214 and 22a4.

The negative and positive gaskets 36 and 37 may be dis-
posed between the rivet terminals 21a and 22a of the elec-
trode connection portion 21 and positive terminal 22 and the
terminal holes 311 and 312 of the cap plate 20. The negative
and positive gaskets 36 and 37 insulate and seal between the
rivet terminals 21a and 224 of the electrode connection por-
tion 21 and positive terminal 22 and the cap plate 20.

The negative and positive gaskets 36 and 37 may further
extend between the flanges 215 and 225 and the cap plate 20.
The negative and positive gaskets may further insulate and
seal between the flanges 215 and 225 and the cap plate 20.
That is, when the electrode connection portion 21 and positive
terminal 22 are disposed at the cap plate 20, the negative and
positive gaskets 36 and 37 may prevent electrolyte solution
from leaking through the terminal holes 311 and 312.

Negative and positive electrode lead tabs 31 and 32 may
electrically connect the electrode connection portion 21 and
the positive terminal 22 to the negative and positive electrodes
11 and 12 of the electrode assembly 10, respectively. That is,
the negative and positive electrode lead tabs 31 and 32 may be
coupled to lower ends of the rivet terminals 21a and 22a,
thereby caulking the lower ends. Accordingly, the negative
and positive electrode lead tabs 31 and 32 may be connected
to the rivet terminals 21a and 22a while being supported by
the flanges 215 and 2264.

Negative and positive insulating members 41 and 42 may
be disposed between the negative and positive electrode lead
tab 31 and 32 and the cap plate 20, respectively. Accordingly,
the negative and positive insulating members 41 and 42 may
electrically insulate the negative and positive electrode lead
tabs 31 and 32 from the cap plate 20. Also, upper portions of
the negative and positive insulating members 41 and 42 may
be connected to the cap plate 20, and lower portions of the
negative and positive insulating members 41 and 42 may
surround the negative and positive electrode lead tabs 31 and
32 and the rivet terminals 21a and 22a and the flange 215 and
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22b. Accordingly, the negative and positive insulating mem-
bers 41 and 42 may stabilize a respective connection struc-
ture.

FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view of the electrode
connection portion 21, the negative terminal 50, and the fuse
unit 60 of FIG. 1, and FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the
electrode connection portion 21, the negative terminal 50, and
the fuse unit 60 of FIG. 1. Referring to FIG. 3 and FIG. 4, the
negative terminal 50 and the fuse unit 60 will be described
with reference to the electrode connection portion 21.

The negative terminal 50 may include a short-circuit tab 51
and a short-circuit member 53 disposed to face the short-
circuit tab 51. The short-circuit tab 51 and the short-circuit
member 53 may be separated or short-circuited according to
an internal pressure of the rechargeable battery. The negative
terminal 50 may further include an insulating member 38
disposed between the short-circuit tab 51 and the short-circuit
member 53.

The short-circuit tab 51 may be electrically insulated from
the cap plate 20 due to disposition of the insulating member
38 on an outer surface of the cap plate 20. The short-circuit tab
51 may be electrically connected to the electrode connection
portion 21. The short-circuit member 53 may be installed at a
short-circuit hole 23 of the cap plate 20, thereby facing the
short-circuit tab 51. The short-circuit member 53 may be
electrically connected to the positive terminal 22 through the
cap plate 20.

The insulating member 38 may clectrically insulate the
short-circuit tab 51 from the short-circuit member 53 when
the rechargeable battery operates in a normal state. The insu-
lating member 38 may disconnect the short-circuit tab 51
from the short-circuit member 53.

The short-circuit tab 51 may be connected to the electrode
connection portion 21 and may extend toward the short-cir-
cuit member 53. Therefore, the short-circuit tab 51 and the
short-circuit member 53 may face each other at a location
corresponding to the short-circuit hole 23, thereby forming a
separated state (solid line state) or a short-circuited state
(two-point chain line state)(see FIG. 4).

The negative electrode insulating member 41 and the nega-
tive electrode lead tab 31 may include through-holes 411 and
412, respectively. The through-holes 411 and 412 may be
formed corresponding to the short-circuit hole 23 in order for
internal pressure to be applied to the short-circuit member 53
through the short-circuit hole 23.

The electrode connection portion 21 may further include a
fixing member 214 corresponding to the short-circuit tab 51
of the negative terminal 50. The fixing member 21d may be
connected to the rivet terminal 21a and disposed at an outer
side of the cap plate 20 with the insulating member 39 inter-
leaved. The insulating member 39 may electrically insulate
the fixing member 214 and the cap plate 20. The cap plate 20
may be electrically insulated from the electrode connection
portion 21.

For example, the fixing member 214 and the terminal plate
21c¢ may be connected to an upper portion of the rivet terminal
21a, thereby caulking the upper portion of the rivet terminal
21a. Accordingly, the fixing member 21d and the terminal
plate 21¢ may be coupled to the upper portion of the rivet
terminal 21a. Therefore, the fixing member 214 and the ter-
minal plate 21¢ may be fixed at the cap plate 20 with the
insulating member 39 interleaved. The terminal plate 21c
may be covered by an insulating cover 21e made of an electric
insulating material.

Furthermore, in other implementations, only one of the
fixing member 214 and the terminal plate 21¢ may be present,
and a corresponding insulating cover 21e and a fuse unit 60
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may be disposed. For example, when only the fixing member
is present, the rivet terminal 21¢ may be connected to the
fixing member, the fuse unit 60 may be connected to the fixing
member 21d, and the insulating cover may cover the fixing
member. When only the terminal plate 21¢ is present, the rivet
terminal 21a may be connected to the terminal plate 21c¢, the
fuse unit 60 may be connected to the terminal plate 21¢, and
the insulating cover 21e may cover the terminal plate 21c.

Referring to FIG. 3 and FIG. 4 again, the fuse unit 60 may
be electrically connected to the short-circuit tab 51 with the
fixing member 214 interleaved. Accordingly, the short-circuit
tab 51 of the negative terminal 50 may be connected to the
electrode connection portion 21 through the fuse unit 60 and
the fixing member 214.

Finally, the positive electrode 12 of the electrode assembly
10 may be connected to the short-circuit member 53 through
the positive terminal 22 and the cap plate 20. The negative
electrode 11 may be connected to the short-circuit tab 51
through the electrode connection portion 21 and the fuse unit
60. The negative and positive electrodes 11 and 12 of the
electrode assembly 10 may maintain a state that can be
shorted by the short-circuit tab 51 and the short-circuit mem-
ber 53, which are disposed at the outside of the cap plate 20.

Since the fuse unit 60 is disposed outside the case 15 and
the cap plate 20 as described above, an arc that may be created
when the short-circuit member 53 and the short-circuit tab 51
are short-circuited operates is unlikely to adversely affect the
electrolyte solution or the electrode assembly 10. For
example, when the short-circuit member 53 and the short-
circuit tab 51 are short-circuited, the fuse unit 60 is melted
down and disconnected. The arc may be generated when the
fuse unit 60 is melted and disconnected.

The fuse unit 60 is disposed outside the case 15 and the cap
plate 20. Accordingly, the remaining current of the electrode
assembly 10 can be discharged through the terminal plate 21¢
of the electrode connection portion 21 by opening the insu-
lating cover 21e after the fuse unit 60 is shorted due to the
external short-circuit. Therefore, it is possible to discharge
and replace a rechargeable battery within a battery module,
thereby improving safety.

Furthermore, the negative terminal 50 may further include
an elastic member 54 disposed between the insulating mem-
ber 38 and the cap plate 20. The elastic member 54 may be
disposed at an outer edge of the short-circuit hole 23 and may
elastically support the insulating member 38 and the short-
circuit tab 51.

The elastic member 54 may be formed as a compressed coil
spring and may be inserted at four recesses 55 of the cap plate
30. The elastic member 54 may be formed as one compressed
coil spring that surrounds an outer edge of the short-circuit
hole (not shown).

The elastic member 54 may be connected to the fixing
member 214 through the fuse unit 60 and may be maintained
in a compressed state by the short-circuit tab 51. When the
compressed state is released as a result of the fuse unit 60
being melted down, the insulating member 38 and the short-
circuit tab 51 may raised by the released elastic force, thereby
separating the short-circuit tab 51 from the short-circuit
member 53. Accordingly, the elastic force of the elastic mem-
ber 54 may be set to be lower than a compression force
applied to the short-circuit tab 51 by the fuse unit 60 and the
fixing member 21d.

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view illustrating an operating
state of the fuse unit 60 of FIG. 4. Referring to FIG. 5, a high
voltage current is discharged through the short-circuit tab 51
and the short-circuit member 53 according to the operation of
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the negative terminal 50. Accordingly, the fuse unit 60 is
melted down and disconnected.

When the fuse unit 60 is shorted, the elastic member 54
becomes free from the binding force of the fixing member
21d. Accordingly, the insulating member 38 and the short-
circuit tab 51 may be raised by the elastic force. When the
short-circuit tab 51 is separated from the short-circuit mem-
ber 53, current in the rechargeable battery between the nega-
tive and positive terminals 50 and 22 is completely cut off.

By way of summation and review, a rechargeable battery
may include an electric assembly, a case for housing the
electric assembly, a cap plate for closing and sealing an open-
ing of the case, and an electrode terminal disposed at the cap
plate so as to be electrically connected to the electrode assem-
bly. The electrode assembly may include a separator, a posi-
tive electrode disposed at one side of the separator, and a
negative electrode disposed the other side of the separator.

A rechargeable battery may be repeatedly charged and
discharged. Accordingly, excessive heat may be generated
inside the rechargeable battery or an electrolyte solution may
decompose. Such excess heat generation or electrolyte solu-
tion decomposition may increase the internal pressure of the
rechargeable battery. The increment of the internal pressure
may cause ignition or explosion of the rechargeable battery.

In order to prevent the ignition or explosion caused by the
increment of the internal pressure, the rechargeable battery
may include a short circuit unit at the outside of the case. The
short circuit unit may create a short circuit between the nega-
tive electrode and the positive electrode of the electrode
assembly when the internal pressure of the rechargeable bat-
tery increases. When the short circuit unit is short-circuited, a
large amount of current is discharged. As a result, a charge
stage of the electrode assembly becomes reduced.

Due to the discharge of large amount of current, a fuse unit
may become melted and shorted. In a rechargeable battery
according to a comparative example, the fuse unit is disposed
at a discharge path that connects the electrode assembly and
the electrode terminal. The rechargeable battery internally
includes the fuse unit. Accordingly, it is difficult to discharge
remaining current after the fuse unit is shorted. Furthermore,
the shorted fuse unit may cause arc, and the arc may cause
ignition or explosion of the electrolyte solution. Therefore,
the stability of the rechargeable battery according to a com-
parative example may be deteriorated when the negative ter-
minal is shorted or when the fuse unit operates.

The described technology has been made in an effort to
provide a rechargeable battery having advantages of main-
taining a stable state when a negative terminal is shorted or
when a fuse unit operates. According to an exemplary
embodiment, the fuse unit is disposed at the outside of the
battery case, such as on the outside of the cap plate. Accord-
ingly, the remaining current of the electrode assembly may be
discharged after the external short-circuit is shorted or after
the rechargeable battery is overcharged. The remaining cur-
rent may be discharged through an electrode connection por-
tion and a respective rechargeable battery may be replaced in
battery module after the fuse unit between the negative ter-
minal and the electrode connection portion is melted and
shorted. Moreover, the electrolyte solution may be protected
from an arc that is generated at a shorted-part after the fuse
unit is shorted. According to an exemplary embodiment, the
negative terminal may be separated from the cap plate after
the fuse unit is shorted. Accordingly, an entire over-current
may be prevented in a module having a plurality of recharge-
able batteries.

Example embodiments have been disclosed herein, and
although specific terms are employed, they are used and are to
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be interpreted in a generic and descriptive sense only and not
for purpose of limitation. In some instances, as would be
apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art as of the filing of the
present application, features, characteristics, and/or elements
described in connection with a particular embodiment may be
used singly or in combination with features, characteristics,
and/or elements described in connection with other embodi-
ments unless otherwise specifically indicated. Accordingly, it
will be understood by those of skill in the art that various
changes in form and details may be made without departing
from the spirit and scope as set forth in the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A rechargeable battery, comprising:

a case having an interior and an exterior;

an electrode assembly having a first electrode and a second

electrode, the electrode assembly being disposed in the
interior of the case,

an electrode terminal, the electrode terminal including a

short circuit tab at the exterior of the case;
an electrode connection portion, the electrode connection
portion being electrically connected to the electrode ter-
minal through a fuse portion, the fuse portion being
positioned between and extending between the electrode
connection portion and the electrode terminal, wherein:

the first electrode is electrically connected to the electrode
connection portion, and

the first electrode, the electrode connection portion, and the

short circuit tab are electrically insulated from the sec-
ond electrode.

2. The rechargeable battery as claimed in claim 1, wherein:

the second electrode is electrically connected to the case,

and

the electrode terminal further includes a short circuit plate

electrically connected to the second electrode through
the case, the short circuit plate being spaced apart from
the short circuit tab and being deformable into contact
with the short circuit tab to electrically connect the first
electrode and the second electrode to trigger a short
circuit condition.

3. The rechargeable battery as claimed in claim 2, wherein
the electrode connection portion has an external member
including the fuse portion; the fuse portion is meltable in
response to a short circuit current generated upon triggering
of'the short circuit condition to disconnect the short circuit tab
and the external member.

4. The rechargeable battery as claimed in claim 3, further
including an elastic member between the short circuit tab and
the case.

5. The rechargeable battery as claimed in claim 4, further
including a short circuit tab insulating member between the
short circuit tab and the case, the elastic member being
between the short circuit tab insulating member and the case.

6. The rechargeable battery as claimed in claim 5, wherein
the external member is configured to exert a compressive
force on the short circuit tab to maintain the elastic member in
a compressed state.

7. The rechargeable battery as claimed in claim 6, wherein
the electrode terminal is configured such that a releasing of
the force of the external member on the short circuit tab upon
melting of the fuse portion releases the elastic member from
the compressed state to exert an elastic force on the short
circuit tab to separate the short circuit tab from the short
circuit plate.

8. The rechargeable battery as claimed in claim 7, wherein:

the electrode terminal is located at a short circuit hole in the

case, and
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the elastic member includes at least one spring member

adjacent to an outside edge of the short circuit hole.

9. The rechargeable battery as claimed in claim 8, wherein
the at least one spring member is a coil spring.

10. The rechargeable battery as claimed in claim 8, wherein
the case includes at least one recess that accommodates the
elastic member.

11. The rechargeable battery as claimed in claim 10,
wherein the at least one recess entirely accommodates the
elastic member in the compressed state such that the short
circuit tab insulation member contacts the case.

12. The rechargeable battery as claimed in claim 3,
wherein:

the electrode connection portion includes a rivet terminal

5

10

extending from the interior of the case to the exterior of 15

the case through a hole in the case, and

the external member includes a terminal plate coupled to a
distal end of the rivet terminal outside the case and a
fixing member coupled to the rivet terminal between the
terminal plate and the case.
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13. The rechargeable battery as claimed in claim 12, further
including a gasket that insulates the rivet terminal from the
case.

14. The rechargeable battery as claimed in claim 12, further
including a fixing member insulating member between the
fixing member and the case.

15. The rechargeable battery as claimed in claim 12, fur-
thering including an insulating cover covering the terminal
plate.

16. The rechargeable battery as claimed in claim 3, further
including a cap plate sealing the case, the short circuit tab and
the external member being at an exterior of the cap plate.

17. The rechargeable battery as claimed in claim 3, wherein
the external member extends adjacent and parallel to a surface
of the exterior of the case.

18. The rechargeable battery as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the first electrode is a negative electrode and the second
electrode is a positive electrode.
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